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this reason that early Christian writers compare them with
the Sadducees.1 Later on, however, they came to accept it.2
The Samaritans also expected a Messiah, whom they called
Taheb, that is, he who returns, or restores* This belief was
based on the passage of Deuteronomy, xviii. 18 : "I mil raise
them up a prophet from among their brethren like unto thee ; and
I will put my words in his mouth, and he shall speak unto them
all that I shall command him." This expectation produced
risings among the Samaritans analogous to the Messianic crises
in Palestine.4 Origen places 5 in the time of Jesus the attempt
of Dositheus> who, it seems, sought to pass himself off as the
One whom Moses had foretold, and claimed to be the Son of
God (v!6$ rov ©sov}. He preached an ascetic doctrine which
took such deep root that survivals of it could still be observed
as late as the fifth century and even in the Middle Ages, in
the twelfth century.6 The Dositheans are still represented as
denying the future life, but in point of fact we are far from
being clear about the founder or his sect. If we may believe
Epiphanius, the Dositheans perhaps had some resemblance to
the Essenes,7 and there can be no doubt that they did indeed
raRy to Simon, who is variously made out to be the master
or pupil of Dositheus.8
It is also possible that tradition has confused under one
name two very different sects, the one ascetic and character-
ized by a strict observance of the Pentateuch, the other gnostic
and syncretistic.9 Clearly, it is wiser not to be dogmatic on
this question. Furthermore, Epiphanius (i, 10-12) had heard
of other sects among the Samaritans, and gives us their names
together with a number of unequally attested details. It is
enough for us to note the fact that such sects existed, and
bore witness to the presence in Samaria of an intensive religious
life very similar to that found in Judaea.
1 Philos^ ix, 29 ; Origen, C. Celsum, i, 49 ; Epiph., Haer., i, 14.
Origen stresses the fact that the Samaritans, like the Sadducees, accept
no Scriptures other than the Pentateuch.
2 ccLxxvrn, 409, n. 4.
3	LXXV, ii, 522 ;   Montgomery, op. cit., 241 ff.    He was possibly
regarded as Moses redivivus.
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6	Montgomery, op. tit*, 259,
7	Epiph., HaeT.> xiii, 1.    Isidore Levy (CCLXXVI1, 292) concludes
from this resemblance, and from the legend which makes Dositheus die
voluntarily of hunger in a cavern, the influence of the legend of Pytha-
goras.
s Montgomery, op. tit., 252 ff.; REJ, xlii, 27 ff.; 220 ff. ; xliii,
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